
Vero Beach Computer Group 

November 16, 2009 Meeting 

Topic: Windows 7 

Recommended: Computer with 2Gb of RAM, 30Gb Free HD Space 

 

New Features: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



Key Features between Versions 
Windows 

7 Windows 7 Windows 7 
Windows 

7 

 
Starter 

Home 
Premium Professional Ultimate 

Improved Windows® Taskbar and Jump Lists X X X X 

Windows® Search X X X X 

Join a HomeGroup X X X X 

Windows Media® Player X X X X 

Back-up and Restore X X X X 

Action Center X X X X 

Device Stage™ X X X X 

Enhanced Home Media Streaming including PlayTo X X X X 

Application Capabilitites Unlimited Unlimited Unlimited Unlimited 

Live Thumbnail Previews from Taskbar 
 

X X X 

Fast User Switching 
 

X X X 

Create ad-hoc wireless networks 
 

X X X 

Internet Connection Sharing 
 

X X X 

Aero® Glass and advanced Window navigation 
 

X X X 
Windows®Touch (Multi-touch and handwriting 
support) 

 
X X X 

Create a HomeGroup 
 

X X X 

Windows® Media Center 
 

X X X 

DVD Video playback and authoring 
 

X X X 

Location Aware Printing 
  

X X 

Domain Join & Group Policy Controls 
  

X X 

Remote Desktop Host 
  

X X 

Advanced Back-up (Network & Group Policy) 
  

X X 

Encrypting File System 
  

X X 

BitLocker™ & BitLockerTo Go™ 
   

X 

AppLocker™ 
   

X 

DirectAccess 
   

X 

BranchCache™ 
   

X 

MUI Language Packs 
   

X 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

http://windows.microsoft.com/upgradeadvisor
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows7/products/features/windows-easy-transfer
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows7/help/upgrading-from-windows-vista-to-windows-7
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows7/help/upgrading-from-windows-xp-to-windows-7


Upgrading from Windows XP (Custom Install): 

1. Backup all your data to an external storage device.  

2. Find all the installation CDs for your programs (or download links and print them out) 

3. Run Windows Upgrade Advisor (windows.microsoft.com/upgradeadvisor) 

4. Use Easy Transfer to save your files and settings to an external hard drive, flash drive or 

other media with enough room. (windows.microsoft.com/windows-easy-transfer) 

5. Start up with Windows 7 CD and choose Custom (advanced) 

6. When done, use Easy Transfer to restore your files and settings 

7. Reinstall your programs from CDs or download links from step 2. 

 

Choosing 64-bit over 32-bit: 

1. If you’re not running Vista 64-bit already, then you’ll have to do a custom install and erase your 

hard drive, so follow the steps in “Upgrading from Windows XP” – even for Vista 32-bit. 

2. This is a good time to do this if you have lots of time and patience. Especially good if you are 

upgrading from Windows XP, since you have to erase your hard drive anyway. 

3. You can run 32-bit software, but not 32-bit drivers. If you have old accessories (digital cameras, 

printers, scanners, etc.) – if 64-bit drivers aren’t available on-line, you won’t be able to use them 

anymore. If you can’t live without them, then you’ll need to choose the 32-bit version of Win7. 

4. It’s faster, can “see” more ram and takes better advantage of your processor. Windows Upgrade 

Advisor will tell you if you can use 64-bit Windows 7 before you upgrade and any other 

compatibility issues. 

 

Pricing:  Windows 7 Home Premium Upgrade $119 

  Windows 7 Home Prem Family Upgrade $149 (for up to 3 home computers) 

  Windows 7 Professional Upgrade $199 (business users) 

  Windows 7 Ultimate Upgrade  $219 

 

My Notes: 

1. Windows XP Support ends in 4 years, so upgrade to Windows 7 or buy a new computer that has it before 

then. 

2. Once you upgrade, you can’t go back 

3. Outlook Express is removed. If you need an email client, you can get one from 

http://download.live.com/wlmail/ 

 

Your Notes: 
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